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The Basics of Import and Export 

What do you need to ask yourself?

What are your requirements that you need to know before you can export or import your goods into or out of the EU/UK: 

Do you and your customer/supplier have an 
EORI number? Do you know how to check it? 

Do you have a Customs Deferred Account? If not, how 
do you intend to pay any applicable Customs Duties? 

Are you availing of postponed VAT accounting? 

Do you know your EU Tariff Codes on the 
products you provide? (please provide a 
list of these tariff/commodity codes) 

Do you know the country of origin of your goods? 
Can you provide documentation to support this? 

Have you confirmed your IncoTerms with your 
customers and suppliers? (e.g. Exworks, DDP 
etc. – the main question to ask yourself who is 
responsible for the customs declarations and 
transport etc. within the supply chain) 

Are there any special customs procedures required, 
such as inward processing relief or are these goods 
moving under a standard import or export?

If there are special procedures authorised, can you 
provide us with your Customs Authorisation numbers? 

Do you have an AEO (Authorised Economic 
Operator) Approval. If so, can you provide 
us with the Authorisation number? 

Are there any requirements for an 
Export license for the goods? 

Are there any requirements for an 
Import licenses for the goods? 

Are there any requirements for lodgement to 
TRACES or IPAFFS entry required for the goods? 

Is there a specific requirement for goods that 
need to move on ISPM 15 treated pallets? 

Do you have all the necessary paperwork 
required for our team to create the clearance 
paperwork i.e. commercial invoice, packing 
list, transport documentation etc.?
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